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A Four Step Process:
Finding God's Best
for Your Children






Step 1:  Scripture
The first step to finding God's will for any important decision is to carefully examine Scripture.  Education is no exception.  What is God's will for the education of Christian children?  Here is guidance from God's Word.

1.  Ephesians 6:4, Proverbs 22:6

Note:   The implications of these verses are undeniable.  We, as parents, are responsible for the training of 
our children, and we are commanded in Scripture to "bring [our children] up in the training and instruction of the Lord."  Can we, with intellectual and spiritual integrity, truly believe that choosing a secular education agrees with God's plan as evidenced in these verses?
2.  Deuteronomy, chapters 6-11, specifically 6:4-9 and 11:18-21

Note:
In chapter five of Deuteronomy, Moses presents Israel with the Law he received from

God on Mount Sinai.  In chapters 6-11, he emphatically impresses upon Israel the limitless importance of cherishing God's Word completely in every imaginable venue.  Notice how passionately Moses declares the need to make exhaustive efforts to ensure that God's Word accompanies Israelite children everywhere they go in 6:4-9 and 11:18-21.  He is declaring, in no uncertain terms, that God's Word must be kept paramount in any and every endeavor.  If schools had existed in Moses' day, is it at all conceivable to think that this exhortation would not have extended to schools?

3.  Ephesians, chapter 4, specifically 4:11-16

Note:   
In verses 11-16, Paul describes the purpose and plan for the training of those who profess 

Christ.  First, in verse 11, he tells us that only God can truly call and qualify teachers.  In verse twelve, he tells the purpose of any biblical training process – "to prepare God's people for works of service."  Then in the remainder of verse twelve and continuing through verse sixteen he describes the elements and goals of a godly training process.  Do these elements, purposes, and goals seem compatible with the elements, purposes, and goals of secular education?

4.  Colossians 2:6-8
Note:
In this passage, Christians are commanded to be “rooted and built up in Him,” which, as the passage goes on to explain, must happen at the direct exclusion of being built up according to “human tradition and the basic principles of this world.”  This Scripture makes quite clear that if the building up of our lives is founded upon anything other than Christ, then we have been and are being “taken captive by hollow and deceptive philosophy.”  Can anyone, with intellectual and spiritual integrity, claim that the instruction given by secular education does not fall completely within the category of “philosophy that depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ?”  By the principle set forth in this passage, secular schools are not an acceptable option for Christian families.

5.  2 Corinthians 10:5

Note:
This is the "Christian Worldview Verse."  This verse describes how Christian children should be learning to think, reason, and interpret the events of each day.  They must be developing a Christian worldview – the ability to accurately "take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ."  Are children acquiring this most vital of skills in secular schools or are they more likely losing it?
 6.  1 Corinthians 10:31
Note:
God clearly desires that all that we do is done for His glory.  Therefore, our decisions concerning the education of our children should not be based upon what our children want or even about what we want.  These verses make clear the fact that our decisions about education should be based upon what God wants.  Can we examine the decision to obtain a secular education carefully and say with integrity that it is based upon what glorifies God?
7.  Romans 12:1-2

Note:   
Paul makes clear that if we desire to find God's "good, pleasing, and perfect will," then we must "not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [our minds]."  In other words, the more biblical the training of our minds is, the better able we are to fully realize God's will in our lives.  Does a secular education "renew" the minds of our children in such a way as to more fully discover God's will, or is it a giant step toward "conforming to the pattern of this world?"

8.  Luke 6:39-40

Note:
In these two verses, Jesus promises us that we will become like our teachers.  Our system of public education, although it employs some Christians, is an entirely secular institution and demands that its teachers educate secularly.  As this Scripture makes plain, we as parents fool ourselves if we believe that our children will not be secularly influenced by a secular education.  Jesus has promised us that teachers will influence students and that students will become like their teachers.  If one simply examines the steady and alarming growth of secular thought among Christians, we see the veracity of Jesus’ words and the consequences of accepting a secular education for Christian children.  Therefore, we must choose our children’s teachers and systems of education very carefully.
9.  Acts 2:41-47
Note:
This passage describes the infectious community that characterized the early church.  Notice that every conceivable detail of their lives was enveloped by and submerged in Christ and Christian fellowship.  How incredibly odd it would be to insert into this passage, somewhere between verses 26 and 27, the following statement:  “And every day the believers sent their children to be trained in a system that completely denied Jesus Christ and outlawed any reference to Him.”  Yet, as completely out of place this statement would be in this passage, is it not a statement that accurately characterizes the Christian community in which we live today?  Should this be the case?
10.  Colossians 3:1-2, Philippians 4:8

Note:
God intends to bless our lives and the lives of our children as we set our thoughts upon Him.  He therefore commands us to do just that.  What a privilege and blessing it is to obey God!  What a privilege and blessing it is for our children to learn with an eternal perspective that focuses upon Christ!  What a missed opportunity it is to learn in a system that focuses upon and glorifies man.
11.  Mark 10:13-16
Note:
In this passage, Jesus becomes indignant when the disciples attempt to keep the children from coming to him.  He commands them, and by extension us, not to hinder the children from coming to Him.  Is not this what our public schools intentionally do on a daily basis?  What would Jesus say about our secular schools?  
Please do not dismiss these Scriptures or the conclusions that have been drawn from them offhand.  If you disagree, then ask yourself why you disagree.  Can you find Scriptural support for the view that a secular education is God’s plan for the training of Christian children?  If you think that you can, is what you find enough to trump the Scriptures listed on these two pages and the many similar Scriptures that are not even listed here?  Do arguments in favor of a secular education align with the entirety of Scripture?  Is the decision to attend the secular public school based upon what God wants or upon what you want apart from God’s will?
One of the greatest aspects of God’s will is that knowing that correct decisions are made obvious once we can clearly discern what it is.  I believe that these Scriptures make clear the fact that a secular education is simply not part of God’s universal will for Christian children.  If you believe the same, then do not ignore God’s will.  Act upon it, and be blessed!
Step 2:  Prayer
James 1:5-6a

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt.”

· Do we believe that God has a plan for the education of our children?

· Are we as a Christian community praying that God will reveal unto us His will for the education of our Children?
· Are we as individuals praying that God will reveal unto us His will for the education of our Children?
· Are we seeking God's will for education, or are we blindly “conforming to the pattern of this world?”

Prayer:  “God, show me Your perfect will for the education of my children.  Give me the

    guidance and strength to follow that which you reveal to me.  Let your will be done

    in my children’s education.  Amen.”

· Study the Scriptures and pray this prayer daily until God convinces you that you understand His will for education.

· Finally, act according to God’s revelation and take peace in the fact that you can do no better than God’s will.
Step 3:  Counsel

Quotes from Prominent Christians
Martin Luther
"I advise no one to place his child where the Scriptures do not reign paramount.  Every institution that does not unceasingly pursue the study of God's word becomes corrupt."

C.H. Spurgeon
"Withdraw from a child the only divine rule of life, and the result will be most lamentable.  An education purely secular is the handmaiden of godless skeptics."

Charles Clayton Morrison (editor of "The Christian Century," addressing 10,000 public school teachers in Kansas City, 1940.)
"The public school is confessedly and deliberately secular.  I am bound, therefore, to lay on the doorstep of our educational system the prime responsibility for the decline of religion and the steady advance of secularism, another name for atheism, in American society…Protestant children in public schools are under an influence which the churches cannot counteract.  The public school presents the church with a generation of youth whose minds have been cast in a secular world."
Charles Colson (The Body: Being Light in Darkness)
“What’s clear…from creation onward is that God’s rule extends to everything.  From our bank accounts to our business dealings to our educational curriculum to our social justice issues to our political choices in the voting booth – everything must reflect the fact that God’s righteous rule extends to all of life.”
Tim Lahaye (In the book Mind Siege, 2000)
"Unless the 80 million evangelical Christians in our nation wake up to whom the enemy really is, humanists will accomplish their goal of world domination."

Quotes from Prominent Atheists

Horace Mann (Father of the modern public school)
"We who are engaged in the sacred cause of education are entitled to look upon all parents as having given hostages to our cause."
C.F. Potter (Author Humanism: A New Religion, 1930)
"Education is thus a most powerful ally of humanism, and every American public school is a school of humanism.  What can the theistic Sunday Schools, meeting for an hour once a week, and teaching only a fraction of the children, do to stem the tide of a five-day program of humanistic teaching?"
Paul Blanshard (writer for the magazine "Humanist," 1976)
"I think the most important factor leading us to a secular society has been the educational factor.  Our schools may not teach Johnny to read properly, but the fact that Johnny is in school until he is 16 tends to lead toward the elimination of religious superstition.  The average child now acquires a high school education, and this militates against Adam and Eve and all other myths of alleged history."
Dr. John Goodland ("Schooling for the Future" report to the National Educational Association, c. 1978)
Our goal is behavioral change.  The majority of youth still hold to the values of their parents, and if we do not recognize this pattern, or we do not resocalize them to accept change, our society may decay."

Step 4:  Circumstances
The statistics listed on this page are taken from a George Barna poll entitled “Third Millennium Teens.”  The poll was taken of Christian teenagers.  The percentages listed represent the percentage of Christian teens who agreed with the statement listed thereafter.
· 51% - “Jesus was never resurrected from the dead.”

· 63% - “All religions pray to the same God.”

· 65% - “The devil is not real.”

· 68% - “The Holy Spirit is not real.”

· 70% - “There is no absolute moral truth.”
· 72% - “Truth can be determined by what ‘works’ in one’s life.”

· 84% of Christian college freshmen cannot explain why they believe.

How have our Christian children come to believe these unbiblical philosophies in such overwhelming numbers?

· Recall that Jesus has promised us that every student will become like his teacher.

· The philosophies and worldview represented in these statistics mirror the philosophies and worldview inculcated by our secular public schools.

Challenge
2 Timothy 2:15

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (KJV).
Christian maturity is all about training, and training should be all about Christian maturity.  The Bible has been given to us by God to reveal unto us His perfect truth such that we might train ourselves in it.  God has a plan for education.  Although education is given through parents and teachers, the training of our children is God’s business, not man’s.  If education is not centered in Christ and God’s Word, then it is a lie.

Acts 4:18-19
“Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  But Peter and John replied, ‘Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God.’”

· Like public schools, the apostles were ordered not to talk about Jesus.

· Like the apostles, this is one order to which we simply cannot capitulate.

· Are we ready and willing to seek God’s will for education and act according to His will?

